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Streetlight Christian Ministries was formed 
in November, 2013 to provide support and over-
sight to what Rosanna and I are doing among 
our neighbors in Sacramento.  The goals are sev-
eral: 
 -To form a board that will help to guide 
 the work into the future. 
 -To provide accountability and a means 
 for us to have feedback from a larger 
 group. 
 -To make donations tax exempt. 

This raised the question of a newsletter.  So 
here is the first one.  We 
hope to be able to do this 
bi-monthly to help keep 
you informed with what 
is happening. 

When Rosanna and I 
were married in August 
of 2011, we moved into 
one of the largest apart-
ment complexes in the 
United States.  With 
over 2,000 people in 
600 units, we are almost 
our own city!  Add to 
that the sister complex 
across the street with 
another 200 apartments plus numerous others 
in the area and you begin to get a view of what it 
is like where we live.  There are also 100’s of 
children. 

From the beginning we wanted to be involved 
in people’s lives and were especially interested in 
the children but it was hard to know how to 
start.  We began close to home by learning to 
know our neighbors across the porch from us.  
Shanaye is a single mom with 2 children, Janaye 
and Merez, and we had them over for dinner.  
After dinner, we played games with the children 

and told them to come back again later.  Soon 
they came several times a week and brought 
some of their relatives. 

Also around that time, we learned of a com-
munity building in the complex, the “Life Cen-
ter” that is run by Life Matters, a ministry that 
helps provide food to the needy and homework 
assistance to the children.  I stopped by and 
talked with Joy Johnson, the director and asked 
if we could somehow be involved with what they 
are doing for Christmas.  She was delighted with 
the idea of us having a group come and Christ-

mas carol for anyone 
that happened to be 
there when they were 
doing their special 
Christmas activities.  So 
we got a group together 
and did some singing 
and they totally loved it.  
While we were there, we 
especially spent time 
with the children and 
one in particular was in-
terested in coming to 
our house to play games.  
And so Chance came in-
to our lives.  She was 

named because her mom said she will need a lot 
of “Chances” in life.  A rather true statement. 

As Janaye, Merez, and Chance continued to 
come over and bring their friends, we also 
learned to know more people.  Zachary lived al-
most directly below us and he was 11.  He would 
come over and help play games occasionally.  
Chance proved to be a very good contact since 
she spent a lot of time roaming the complex and 
seemed to know almost everyone.  She would 
bring people over and they would return later 
with friends of their own. Sometimes when I  



arrived home 
from work not 
only was it 
noisy, it was 
loaded with 
children.  Soon 
after that we 
started doing 
special projects 
with the chil-
dren every Sat-
urday. 

Originally, Mary Beth (Rosanna’s sister) 
would come to help us.  We made dolls from 
gloves with rice inside, soft pretzels, etc.  After 
the project, we would have a snack, do some 
singing, and tell a story.  As more children con-
tinued to come, the house did not continue to get 
larger.  We soon were packing 10-20 children 
into our house every Saturday and many of them 
we saw at least once or twice a week besides.  It 
was quickly becoming unmanageable because of 
space.  Finally in April, I picked up the phone 
and called Pastor Joy again.  I 
asked her if she remembered 
me, and immediately she said, 
“Yes!”  I explained what we 
are doing and asked about us-
ing the Life Center for a craft 
project every Saturday.  She 
was so excited she couldn’t 
agree fast enough!  She said, 
“This is exactly what we want 
to have, people that live here 
helping with projects!”  The 
next day I met with her, 
signed papers, picked up the keys, and we were 
good to do anything we wanted with the children 
every Saturday at 3:00!  I went home and told 
Rosanna, “I didn’t know anything is this easy in 
CA!” 

Since then, the ministry has continued to 
shift as needed.  When Eric was born, we had to 
limit the number of children that came over eve-
ry evening.  When we became too large, we 
found more people to help us.  When we needed 
more chairs, we stood or sat on the floor.  We 
make do as we have to. 

Currently, we have a system that seems to 
work well.  We told the children that they are 

welcome to come to our house every day after 
school for a snack.  That is usually a piece of fruit 
or if we happen to have cookies or something 
else.  They are welcome to ask about coming in 
and playing but it certainly doesn’t happen every 
day.  We have a project that alternates weekly 
between something with food (putting icing on 
cupcakes, soft pretzels, etc.) and a craft project 
(paper airplanes, water fights, etc.).  In October, 
Rosanna started having cooking class with the 
girls that are 9 and older.  She works on teaching 
them to follow recipes, set up a table, etc.  That 
will run for several months.  We also continue to 
learn to know the people around us, the chil-
dren’s parents, and other needy people around 
us.  Laura Yoder and Darlene Kauffman, teach-
ers in the area, and Dave Eshbach, Rosanna’s 
cousin, have been helping us as they are availa-
ble and have the time.  Without them, we would 
not be able to do what we do. 

As time continues on, we don’t know exactly 
what will be next.  A ladies Bible study?  An in-
ner city church?  More involvement with home-

less people?  Druggies?  Alco-
holics?  The list is long and the 
work is much more than we 
are able to do.  But we serve a 
God of the impossible.  Thank 
you for your interest  in our 
lives! 
 

Prayer Requests 
-Willie, the angriest 6 year old I have        
ever met. 
-More laborers. 
-Tony, a very hard man with health          
problems.  He needs the Lord. 
-Melanies, a 12 year old girl that 
attends church.  She needs disciple-
ship. 
-God’s filling so we can continue to 

Streetlight Christian Ministries is supported by contributions from individuals. If you are interested in support-
ing this work, you may send your donations to the following address: 

Streetlight Christian Ministries, P.O. Box 1498, North Highlands, CA 95660 


